
 

 

 

 

Dearest Brothers and Sisters, 
  
Christ be with you, beloved. Last week I sent out a letter describing some of the many 
changes we have had to make in order to ensure the health and safety of the 
congregation. As I write this, Orange County has just begun a ‘stay-at-home’ order until 
April 9. Therefore, I pray that this message finds you safe, healthy, and sound. That 
county order has necessitated yet more changes and I have come to a tentative decision 
about how we will observe Holy Week and Easter. I also want to encourage good habits 
and speak to some of the many positive things I’ve seen, even as we have had to keep 
away from each other for a season. 
The following items represent updates or changes from my last letter: 
 
              -Per instruction from Bishop Brewer, not to mention strong recommendations 
from Presiding Bishop Curry and the Archbishop of Canterbury, public worship has 
been suspended at least through Easter. This massive cancellation is painful in so many 
ways, but church leadership (Episcopal and otherwise) across the country and world 
have made this drastic decision so that coronavirus can find no purchase during those 
important (and usually crowded) liturgies. It is very likely that we will stream services 
on Easter. 
 
              -Currently, my plan is to stream an “instructed” Holy Week beginning on Palm 
Sunday (April 5). Holy Week liturgies are rich with congregational participation and 
response, so to try to celebrate them normally would be awkward. Rather, I will give 
instruction about the history, manner, and meaning of so many of our best loved Holy 
Week traditions. 
 

-I will continue to stream nightly, except Mondays, and on Sundays so long as 
we are allowed to do so. The current county rules allow for worship to occur under 
very stringent guidelines, which include a very small gathering. As you may have 
already observed from our streaming worship, we are already in compliance with that 
order. 

 
              -Although we only received a few inquiries as to open church time, we have 
closed the church completely in order for our practice to work in concert with county 
and diocesan mandates for facility closure. Short errands by staff and volunteers are 
still permitted, of course, but please make sure you are in contact with myself or Sue 
Grosso if you mean to come by the parish. In all likelihood, neither one of us will be 
there as we have moved our work to our homes. 
  
Over the past few days, I have been making my way through our parish list, calling 
folks to check in. I’m delighted to hear that everyone I have spoken with so far is 
healthy and in good spirits. The number one thing people ask is “what can we do to 
help?” Here are the basics of what we can continue to do as a community sheltering in 
place: 



 

 
1. Pray. It seems so basic and yet this is the most present means that God has given 

us to act in this moment. Pray for “all sorts and conditions” of the human family. 
Pray for your own peace. Pray for a long time. Pray for a short time. If you are 
having trouble getting started, join me on facebook live most evenings for 
Evening Prayer. I have been so encouraged at how many folks have reported an 
increase in their prayer habits. Keep it up! 

2. Connect. Last week I asked you to take responsibility for 3 other people in prayer 
and to make sure they are faring as well as can be expected. I am so pleased that 
so many of you have followed up on that request! The vestry have all committed 
to rather sizable lists of personal check-ins, and I have been doing my best to 
work through the parish list. This personal contact makes for lifted spirits and 
decreases loneliness. Please make this a matter of personal discipline as we seek 
to care for one another over the next while. 

3. Give. Knowing full well that all of us are facing economic hardship in various 
ways as a result of COVID-19, it grieves me to have to write this. Even still, when 
the virus has subsided, we will need to be ready to serve our community in new 
and different ways. Your continued generosity will keep us ready to spring into 
action when the time comes.  The parish’s leadership are already looking at ways 
to manage our expenses so that we can we can be as efficient as possible under 
this time of duress. But when bonds of this disease are loosed, we want to be 
working with our community to serve and rebuild to the glory of God and the 
spread of His Kingdom. 
  
Right now, it can feel like the Church is sidelined. At least that is how I feel when 
I am bearing the stress and anxiety of our current situation. But when I give 
those things to God in prayer, placing them spiritually at the foot of Christ’s 
cross, I am reminded that our work right now is to keep our community safe. 
Shelter in place, then becomes a vital means by which we serve our neighbors, 
especially those serving on the front lines of medicine. Fr. Matt Ainsley joked 
(rather darkly) that we are all “anchorites” now. That tradition of monastic life 
always seemed a little odd to me; how does a hermit serve the world? Now, it 
makes a lot more sense. The prayers of the righteous are mighty tools in the 
hands of our God. And, our prayers now will prepare us for when we are called 
back into the vineyard ready to lift the hearts of our neighbors who are suffering 
alongside us during this time of outbreak. 
  
As always, you’re in my prayers and I covet yours. We got this. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
  
-D+ 

 


